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Day trips
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Cruises    Weddings    Company Outings    Reunions, etc.

Great River Steamboat Company, 227 Main Street, La Crosse, WI 54601
(608) 784-4882    Toll-free 1-800-815-1005   www.juliabelle.com

ST
EAMBOAT CRUISES ON THE JJUULLIIAA BBEELLLLEE SSWW
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The Julia Belle Swain Steamboat, all decked out in red, white and blue bunting,
provides a sentimental journey on a real steamboat cruising the Mighty Missis-
sippi. The picturesque Julia Belle offers back-to-yesteryear public tours, private
charters, and special theme cruises on the portion of the Mississippi that Mark
Twain called the prettiest. 
Escape from the hurried world and go back to a more genteel time.The sound
of the calliope and the whistle blowing brings back a voice of America’s past.
The dining salon and mahogany bar provide meal and beverage service in the
gracious manner of a bygone era. 
Come aboard for a local cruise with great food or just a short refreshing sight-
seeing trip. Day trips depart from La Crosse, Wis., to Winona, Minn.; Lansing,
Iowa; or Prairie du Chien, Wis. Don’t wait to explore the many possibilities on
the beautiful Mississippi!

Reservations are required. Call 800-815-1005.
For schedules online: www.juliabelle.com 

35th Anniversary of Julia Belle Swain!
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ISLAND CITY HARBOR
Open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, closed Mondays

P.O. Box 10 • 305 South Ave.
Sabula, IA 52070-0010

email:ich@iowatelecom.net
website:islandcityharbor.com

Phone (563) 687-2825 • Fax (563) 687-2229
Mile 534.7 RDB • Upper Mississippi River

We Monitor Marine Channel 16
An excellent place for wave runners, water skiing,

fishing, windsurfing on the lakes to the west of the marina.

Marine/Gift Store
Full Service Gas Dock
Inside Winter Storage

30 Ton Travel Lift

Slip Rental
Hydraulic Trailer

Mechanical Services
Boat Sales

songbird products

Mon. thru Thurs. 9:00-5:00
Fridays 9:00-6:00
Saturdays 9:00-3:00
Sundays 11:00-3:00

Retail Store:
1220 East 7th St
Winona, MN  
507-454-6711

www.bird–song.com

1-800-820-8530

ORDER ONLINE ANYTIME!
IN THE AREA? SAVE SHIPPING–
ORDER ONLINE AND PICK UP

AT THE STORE!

Off the beaten path.

Here’s a path to find us ➤

We’re nestled away on the east end of town, 
but once you find us, we know you’ll be delighted!

•  Large variety of quality bird
feeders and houses

•  Custom blended seed mixes
•  Bushnell and Bausch & Lomb

optics and accessories
•  Field guides, books, birdsong 

CDs, tapes and videos

•  Birdbaths, drippers, misters
•  Bird sculptures, carvings and gifts
•  Pole systems and deck hangers

GPS N44 02.418 W091 36.400

Wal-Mart
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From the
Riverbank

Yogi Berra once explained, “No-
body goes to Coney Island any-
more — it’s too crowded.”

The recent series of public meetings
about the Upper Mississippi River Fish
and Wildlife Refuge probably could have
benefitted from Yogi’s intellectual acuity
and sense of humor.

For instance, at the meeting in Lans-
ing, Iowa, discussion centered on two sit-
uations. First, some airboaters are
adamant about their “right” to take their
airboat anywhere on the river at any
time. This point of view clashes with new
features in the proposed refuge manage-
ment plan that would create a few, small
quiet areas in the backwaters. The pro-
posed plan would also restrict access to
some areas where waterfowl rest and
feed during hunting season.

Most of the airboaters were from Stod-
dard, La Crosse or Onalaska, Wis. Some
of the same airboaters went to meetings
in many communities. As a group, they
stand to lose the most, because Plan E
would ban them year-round from six
“electric-motor areas” (Plan D had 17)
and ban them from March 16 to October
31 from eight “slow, no-wake areas” (Plan
D had none). The electric-motor areas
would make up less than one percent of
the refuge and the slow, no-wake areas
would make up 4.4 percent of the refuge.

The second situation that received a
lot of attention at the Lansing meeting
was a proposed hiking trail to a remote
backwater area. This area is currently
very hard to reach, so only a few locals
make the effort to go there. It’s also a
great place to hunt and observe wildlife,
thanks mainly to its inaccessibility. Sever-
al people argued passionately that build-

ing a hiking trail to this area would ruin
it, because too many people would go
there. However, nobody suggested that
airboats and hovercraft, by bringing more
noise and human activity to remote back-
waters, might be ruining the hunting and
wildlife viewing in those places. Some of
the same people were lambasting the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service both for making
the refuge more accessible and less acces-
sible.

We don’t like to admit it, but we hu-
mans are a lot less logical and consistent
than we like to think we are. Take the
SUV commercials (please). Millions of
these lumbering, gas-guzzlers have been
sold to people who think they are going
to drive from their suburban garage to a
mountain top where they can watch
bears. However, please note that in these
commercials you never see another SUV
on the mountain top. If they showed six
other SUVs driving around that mountain
top, the ads wouldn’t work.

So the real issues are accessibility,
noise and the fantasy of controlling your
own little piece of public land. Many of
us who use the refuge would like to be
able to easily reach our favorite places
and not have other people get in our way.
That’s why folks buy airboats, and that’s
why folks buy kayaks. The airboat owner
feels he or she is privileged to go to that
place, because he or she worked to earn
the money to buy the airboat. The kayak-
er feels the same, because he or she
worked to paddle into the place.

Perhaps we can accommodate both
fantasies to some degree, but it will re-
quire compromising. One thing is for cer-
tain, in 12 years or so when the Fish and
Wildlife Service begins the next round of

Reggie McLeod
Editor/Publisher

Contacts (800) 303-8201. For information about stories, columns and River News, contact Reggie McLeod, Pamela Eyden or Molly McGuire
(editors@big-river.com). For calendar events, contact Kathy Delano or Molly McGuire (editors@big-river.com). For information about placing
an ad in Big River or for information about selling Big River magazines contact Kathy Delano or Maureen J. Cooney (ads@big-river.com). We
must receive calendar events by March 25 to get them into the May-June 2006 magazine. We must receive ads by March 15.

COMING IN
MAY-JUNE 2006

Travel Issue

Visit the 1800s on the River

Art Show in Muscatine

Mudpuppies!

Peregrine Update

ARE HUMANS AN INVASIVE SPECIES? 

refuge planning, there will be more air-
boats and kayaks on the river, and few-
er inaccessible places.

Written comments on the plan are
being accepted until March 6, 2006. F
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RIVERFRONT CENTRE
314 Main Street, Red Wing, MN
www.riverfrontcentreshops.com

* Avalon’s Enchanted Journey
* Carlson Wagonlit Travel
* Good as Gold
* Good Life Nutrition
* Great River Nautical Art Gallery
* Manson Insurance Agency
* Red Wing Shoe Store & Museum
* Shoe Box Deli
* White Rock Bank

Free Parking... Outdoor patio... 
Juice and Smoothie bar...

Specialty stores... Historical Displays...

Experience the beauty of the Upper Mississippi River Valley.

See it in our wildlife and fine art prints!

•Local Artists •River Art
•We Ship •Gift Ideas

We offer a wide selection of well-known artists, 
custom framing for your prints, 

unique gifts and hand-forged damascus knives.

We are on Highway 61, 7 miles north of Winona. At mile marker 37.

1-800-501-4278 www.piccadillygallery.com

Box 247, Winona, MN
55987. (507) 454-5430
wenonah@luminet.net

Traveling

You arrive renewed. 
You are paddling a 
We.no.nah Canoe,
and it has enhanc-
ed your journey, 
not obstructed it. 
That is the 
essence of every 
We.no.nah… 
they are light, 
tough, respon-
sive craft that 
travel with 
grace. We design 
each model care-
fully, and build 
all to a superior 
level of quality from 
Kevlar® or Royalex.®
To learn more, request 
our 44-page catalog 
or visit our web site: wenonah.com

Light!212 Main Street
McGregor, Iowa 52157
(563) 873-1515
twstchx@alpinecom.net
www.thetwistedchicken.com

The Twisted Chicken

“Beyond The Ordinary”
❁ Fresh Fish Flown In
❁ Organic & Locally Grown Produce
❁ Locally Grass-Fed Lamb
❁ Dry-Aged Beef
❁ Berkshire Pork Pasture-Raised

❁ Eclectic Dining
Lunch & Dinner

❁ Art Gallery

❁ Coffee Bar

Offering An Alternative Dining Experience!

Hours:
LUNCH

11 to 2 p.m.
Wednesday – Saturday

DINNER
5 to 10 p.m.

Friday & Saturday

closed Sunday, Monday
& Tuesday
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Illinois Disconnect
Chicago — A stupendous canal
built to save human lives now
threatens both Great Lakes and Mis-
sissippi River ecosystems.

The 28-mile Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Canal, which was completed in
1900 after eight years of construction,
pulled Chicago’s sewage away from
Lake Michigan, where the city got its
drinking water. The canal links Lake
Michigan to the Des Plaines River,
which flows into the Illinois, which
flows into the Mississippi at Alton, Ill.

Now the engineering triumph
serves as a path for invasive species
moving between the Great Lakes to
Mississippi.

Pinch it off? A conference of scien-
tists suggested so in 2003. But the wa-
terway has become a major barge

route and recreational stream. 
The zebra mussel that now plagues

the Upper Miss came to the river by
way of the canal. Our next invader
may be the voracious round goby, a
Caspian Sea import now in the Illi-
nois. Asian carp are headed the other
way.

An electrical barrier at Romeoville,
Ill., prevents movement of fish be-
tween the Great Lakes and the Missis-
sippi, but may not keep out larvae
and eggs. The $3.5 million demonstra-
tion barrier switched on in April 2002
convinced officials to spend another

$9.1 million for a big-
ger, more permanent bar-
rier 800 feet downstream
that will begin operating this
spring. The federal govern-
ment paid for the demo. The
state of Illinois is seeking federal
help to pay for the new barrier.

Rail-like steel billets on the bed
of the 25-foot-deep canal carry an
electrical charge that drives away fish.
The new barrier covers 480 square
feet at the bottom of the 160-foot-
wide canal. The Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which is building the barrier,
says the voltage won’t harm humans. 

The barrier’s target for now is
Asian carp, which grow to five feet
and 100 pounds. These imported
plankton eaters escaped from an
Arkansas fish farm in the 1970s and
are now displacing native species in
the Mississippi.

Asian carp haven’t reached
Romeoville as of this writing.
“They’re not sitting there with their
noses on the edge of the electricity,”
said Chuck Shea, project manager
with the Army Corps’ Chicago Dis-
trict. 

Even if it stops fish, however,
Great Lakes advocates fear larvae and
eggs can drift though the barrier. 

Outright separation of the Great
Lakes and Mississippi basins was the
top recommendation of nearly 70 sci-
entists, engineers and invasive-
species experts at the 2003 Aquatic In-
vasive Species Summit in Chicago.
But it would cost tens of billions of

dollars and take years. A possible al-
ternative would be a system of locks
with water filters to screen out organ-
isms. Congress is considering autho-
rizing funds to study options.

The Chicago Sanitary and Ship
Canal, dug between 1892 and 1900, is
deeper and wider than the original
Chicago River and so reversed the
flow of that stream in the flat country
of northeastern Illinois.

Other Great Lakes states sued over
the prospect of the artificial waterway
lowering the level of the big lake. In
1926, the U.S. Supreme Court limited

River News

Visit the Big River Home page
(www.big-river.com) for links to
information about stories marked
with the mouse��. 

Outright separation of the

Great Lakes and Mississippi

basins was the top

recommendation of nearly

70 scientists, engineers and

invasive-species experts.
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outflow through the canal to 3,200 cu-
bic feet per second. Most of the flow
in some parts of the canal is effluent
from wastewater treatment plants,
serving five million people in Cook
County, Ill.

The canal let zebra mussels and
the round goby into the Mississippi
basin. Both arrived in the ballast
holds of seagoing vessels in the Great
Lakes. Zebra mussels, two-inch Euro-
pean shellfish, attach to and smother
native mussels and clog water intake
pipes. Great Lakes states spend about
$1 billion a year in damage and con-
trol costs, and now Mississippi River
states have the same problem. The
round goby is a bottom dweller from
the Black and Caspian seas that
grows to 12 inches with a large head,
like a giant tadpole. Aggressive and
prolific, it may displace some native
species in the Great Lakes and the
Mississippi.

Meanwhile, the Asian carp has tak-
en over some fishing areas on the
Mississippi and would likewise
threaten the $4.5 billion annual Great

Lakes’ sport and commercial fishing
industry.

That set off alarm bells around the
big lakes and led to the movement to
separate the Great Lakes from the
rivers again or do something. 

It was, said Joel Brammeier, associ-
ate director with Alliance For the
Great Lakes in Chicago, “sort of a
head-slapping moment.”

If you’re curious and/or concerned
about invasive species in the river,
don’t miss the new exhibit at Chica-
go’s Shedd Aquarium, which features
zebra mussels, Asian carp, and other
exotic flora and fauna that are threat-
ening ecosystems in the Great Lakes.
The permanent exhibit opened this
winter.

Price of Success
Des Moines, Iowa — Iowa may al-
low trapping of river otters, and
hunting and trapping of bobcats start-
ing in November, if the Iowa Natural
Resource Commission (NRC) decides
the animals’ populations have recov-
ered enough.

River otters had declined steadily
by the time the state began restoring
them to Iowa’s rivers and streams in
1985. The restoration was successful.

“River otters now live in every
county and every watershed in the
state,” said Ron Andrews of the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources
(DNR). “They’re showing up in
streams that are only ankle-deep —
otters’ ankles.”

The proposed otter trapping
would be “ultra-conservative,” An-
drews said, with a maximum harvest
of 300 per season, from the first Satur-
day of November through the end of
January. Trapping would be legal on-
ly in certain areas, including north-
east Iowa.

The DNR would keep close tabs on
the number of animals taken every
day and let trappers know if and
when the maximum was reached.

Bobcat populations have grown in
past decades, partly because the Con-
servation Reserve Program encour-
aged the growth of sheltering cover.
The 15-to-30-pound cats are seen fre-

We’ve got the river covered

From recreational boating to commercial river
transportation. The Waterways Journal Inc. 
family of publications delivers news important 
to you.

Call (314) 241-7354 for more 
information.

www.waterwaysjournal.net
www.quimbyscruisingguide.com
www.heartlandboating.com
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quently in 75 Iowa counties, with un-
confirmed sightings in another 10.
Their population is expected to con-
tinue to increase, with or without
trapping. 

The proposal before the Iowa NRC
designates a bobcat hunting and trap-
ping area primarily in the southern
part of the state. The season would
close when 200 bobcats are taken. 

The NRC will make a final deci-
sion in June. Public comments are
welcome. 

Rapids Pilot Honored
Dubuque, Iowa — Intrepid river pi-
lot Philip Suiter (1799-1884) garnered
a measure of fame for his ability to
safely navigate the Rock Island
Rapids. This winter he was inducted
into the Rivers Hall of Fame in
Dubuque, where he joins Mark
Twain, Jacques Marquette, Louis Joli-
et, Louis Armstrong, Zebulon Pike
and many others. 

Before the lock and dam system
raised water levels, this granite-bot-
tomed stretch of river between Dav-
enport and Rock Island was one of
the places riverboat pilots feared the
most. Many boats and a lot of cargo
were lost on the rocks there. Suiter,
who knew the rapids very well and
had a knack for making it through
unscathed, made a good living as
“the rapids pilot.” He also helped a
young Army Lieutenant, Robert E.
Lee, survey the channel, and he gave
winning testimony in court for a
bridge company whose case was ar-
gued by attorney Abraham Lincoln.

Suiter’s great, great grandchildren
still live in the area. They are restor-
ing his small brick house, which he
built in 1839 near LeClaire, Iowa. 

The National Rivers Hall of Fame
is part of the National Mississippi
River Museum & Aquarium at
Dubuque.

On the Map
Washington, D.C. — All 12 species of
North America’s map turtles (genus
Graptemys) have been placed under
international protection by the Con-
vention on International Trade in En-
dangered Species (CITES). The U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service will now be

working with individual states to reg-
ulate exports.

Two map turtles are found along
the Upper Mississippi River — the
common map turtle and the Ouachita
map turtle, both of which are avid
sun-baskers that prefer clean, slow-
moving waters.

CITES includes 168 countries that
work together to monitor and regu-
late trade in wild animals and plants.

Big Museum Plan
Dubuque, Iowa — Since it opened 30
months ago, the National Mississippi
River Museum & Aquarium has be-
come an important regional attraction
and a center for river education activ-
ities. In January, the museum an-
nounced plans for ambitious new
growth, asking the city of Dubuque
to dedicate adjacent buildings and
land formerly owned by the Adams
Company, so it can double its size.

Nearly 700,000 people have visited
the museum, which is affiliated with
the Smithsonian Institute. It has also
formed a network with 58 other mu-
seums up and down the river. 

Besides adding a large-screen in-
teractive theater and a 42,000-square-
foot exhibit museum and research

VISIT WINONA AND THE WINONA COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARE LOCATED AT

160 JOHNSON ST., WINONA, MN 55987

UPCOMING EVENTS

MARCH 9 LADYSMITH BLACK MOMBAZO

MARCH 11 EAGLE FIELD TRIP

MARCH 14 MOONLIGHT SNOWSHOEING

APRIL 29-30 BLUFF COUNTRY STUDIO

ART TOUR

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT MINNESOTA’S
HISTORIC ISLAND CITY, AT

www.visitwinona.com
CALL

800.657.4972 or 507.452.0735 
for a free Visitors Guide

AND, THERE’S ALWAYS SOMETHING

NEW TO DISCOVER IN WINONA.

Journey Through Time ....
AT THE WINONA COUNTY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE PAST IN

THE REGION’S LARGEST AND FINEST

HISTORICAL MUSEUM. ENJOY

AWARD-WINNING EXHIBITS.
RESEARCH WINONA’S COLORFUL

PAST IN THE MUSEUM’S LIBRARY

AND ARCHIVES. VISIT THE MUSEUM

SHOP AND THE “PREVIOUSLY READ”
BOOKSTORE.

Timeless Surroundings.

www.winonahistory.org
507.454.2723

Open Monday - Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In the early and mid-1800s, Philip Suiter was one
of the first pilots able to navigate a boat through
the Rock Island rapids without losing passengers
or cargo. (National Rivers Hall of Fame)
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center, expansion plans call for the
museum to broaden its focus from
just the Mississippi River to all of
America’s rivers.

The expansion will be a big part of
Dubuque’s $188-million riverfront de-
velopment project. Although plans
depend on funding, some parts of the
plan may be completed by 2009.

Pool 9 Friends
Lansing, Iowa — River lovers, bird-
ers, sportsmen and residents of Pool
9, the stretch of river between Lock
and Dam 8 and Lock and Dam 9, are
invited to join a new organization —
the Friends of Pool 9. Members can
help create canoe trails and boat land-
ing wildflower gardens, clean up
beaches, plant trees, do frog and bird
surveys, and join in picnics and cruis-
es.

“We want to do positive things in
Pool 9 in cooperation with the Fish
and Wildlife Service,” explained
group organizer Ric Zarwell of Lans-
ing. “Our focus is on teamwork and
fun. I’ve been wanting to do some-

thing like this for years.”
Thirty people had joined the group

as of the end of January. Their first
project is to reconstruct and restore
sandbar beaches upstream of Lansing
this summer, recontour the beaches,
clean up litter and control the poison
ivy.

“We have the permits already,”
Zarwell said. “A local bulldozer oper-
ator is volunteering his time, and
Brennan Company is giving us a dis-
count rate to bring equipment down
from Lock and Dam 8.”

The second project will be a river
cleanup and picnic.

The new Friends group is not affil-
iated with the Friends of the Upper
Mississippi River Refuge. For more
information, contact Zarwell at (563)
538-4991.

Frog Fungus
Costa Rica — Some experts say the
research is not conclusive, but others
are convinced that a recent study of
frog die-offs in the mountains of Cos-
ta Rica points to a global problem.

Researchers at the Monteverde Cloud
Forest Preserve have found evidence
that warmer temperatures over the
last few decades may have spurred
growth of a fungus that is lethal to
frogs. Reported in the journal Nature
in January, researchers’ conclusions
are based on an analysis of fungus
outbreaks and frog extinctions in di-
verse and widely separated areas in
Costa Rica. 

The chytrid fungus is found
throughout the world and has been
implicated in amphibian deaths be-
fore. It generally prefers cooler condi-
tions than those found in the Ameri-
can tropics, but warmer temperatures
increase evaporation, which creates
clouds that block sunlight, thus cool-
ing off the daytime temperatures and
trapping heat at night. 

“Disease is the bullet killing frogs,
but climate change is pulling the trig-
ger,” said one of the researchers, Dr.
Alan Pounds. The impact on biodi-
versity, he said, is “staggering.”

Critics of the research point out
that the evidence is all circumstantial.

Laura Ingalls Wilder Historical Society

Little House
Wayside,
Pepin,
Wisconsin

We carry all of the Laura Ingalls Wilder books plus others,
including Little House in the Big Woods and Laura’s Album.

Laura Ingalls Wilder Days
Second Full Weekend in September
Celebrating the life and times of the
beloved “Little House” books author.

The Little House Wayside and

Cabin depend solely on the

profits from the Museum.

Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum
is open by appointment November – April
(Look for phone numbers in the museum window)

Hwy 35 (306 Third Street)

P.O. Box 269, Pepin, WI 54759

or call (800) 442-3011

www.pepinwisconsin.com
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“It is difficult to prove cause and
effect on the ground, where multiple
factors interact in complex ways,”
said Cynthia Carey, amphibian dis-
ease expert at the University of Col-
orado. (New York Times, 1-12-06)

Bronze Clammer 
Muscatine, Iowa — A 30-foot-tall,
bronze clammer standing in a boat
and holding two bronze clamming
forks crossed over his head, will take
up residence on the town’s waterfront
some time this spring. The sculpture
is currently being created by artist
Erik Blome of Chicago. Called “Mis-
sissippi Harvest,” it will celebrate the
town’s history as a center of river
clamming and the pearl button indus-
try.

The sculpture is part of a $9.6 mil-
lion Pearl of the Mississippi project
funded by public and private dona-
tions, as well as a voter-approved,
one-percent sales tax. An aquatic cen-
ter and riverfront renovation are also
part of the project.

A scale model of the sculpture is
on display at the Muscatine History
& Industry Museum. 

Domain Challenged
Blaine, Minn. — Owners of river-
front property in Champlin, Minn.,
who have claimed that the city threat-
ened to force them out of their house
to build luxury housing and a mari-
na, spoke in favor of tightening the
state’s eminent domain laws at a
hearing in the Minnesota House of
Representatives in January. The
House is considering legislation to
change the state’s eminent domain

laws. Similar legislation will probably
be proposed in the state senate. 

Minnesota, like other states, has
long allowed cities and counties to
take private property for economic
development. The proposed changes
would give landowners more power
to fight takeovers. Opponents say the
change would also make it more ex-
pensive for governments to take any
property, even if the land is to be
used to create a road, park or school.

Minnesota isn’t alone. Similar leg-
islation has been put forward in Illi-
nois, Wisconsin, Iowa and 23 other
states. The move follows last year’s
U.S. Supreme Court decision that it
was constitutional for the city of New
London, Conn., to take private homes
and land needed to develop new
businesses and residences. 

Nuke Full
Monticello, Minn. — Public hearings
were held early in February on Min-
neapolis-based Xcel Energy’s request
to store radioactive spent fuel from its
Monticello nuclear plant in above-
ground casks. It has used a similar
“dry cask” storage system at its
Prairie Island plant, a few miles from
Red Wing, Minn. Both the Monticello
and Prairie Island nuclear plants are
on the banks of the Mississippi River.

A Summer Place B & B
Abode Gallery

BNOX Gold & Iron
Century 21 David & Linda Brassfield

Clementine Fresh Flowers
Dad’s Place

Dan’s Pepin Marina
Dave Peters Edina Realty

Dockside Mercantile
Harbor Hill Inn

Laura Ingalls Wilder Historical Society
On-Deck Seminars & Charters

Smith Brothers Landing
Stockholm Gardens

The Good Apple & Maiden Rock Apples
Up a Creek

“Cheers” to Chuck and Ruth
the new owners of the

Harbor View Cafe
Pepin, Wisconsin

The bronze sculpture is being made from a cast
taken of a full-size clay sculpture. (Photo courtesy
of the Muscatine History & Industry Museum. )

The bronze sculpture was based on this historical
photograph of a clammer. (Photo courtesy of the
Muscatine History & Industry Museum.)



Xcel has proposed storing the
spent nuclear fuel in up to 30 contain-
ers made of concrete and steel, which
would prolong the life of the plant by
20 years. If the Minnesota Public Util-
ities Commission does not permit
storage of additional waste, Xcel says
it will close the plant and replace it
with a new one.

Xcel is a public utility that pro-
vides electricity and natural gas to
Colorado, Kansas, Michigan, Min-
nesota, New Mexico, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas and
Wisconsin. Xcel says demand for elec-
tricity in its system is growing by
about 100 megawatts each year.

Casks at Cordova
Cordova, Ill. — Exelon Nuclear
Quad-City Generating Station has be-
gun storing its spent nuclear fuel in
three thick concrete silos outside the
nuclear reactor building in this river-
side town 25 miles upriver of the
Quad Cities. 

When it opened in 1972, the nu-
clear plant had the capacity to store

up to 40 years worth of waste, or
8,000 rods, in underwater tanks inside
the building. It is now running out of
room and is moving the waste out-
side, like the nuclear plant in Red
Wing, Minn. One concrete pad can
hold 60 storage casks. There is
enough space at the Cordova facility
for four pads. 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission has licensed 23 plants to store
nuclear waste in outside facilities, as
a temporary measure until the federal
government takes all the country’s
nuclear waste to a single storehouse
sometime between 2012 and 2015.

In the Movies
Cape Girardeau, Mo. — Director
John Madden and actors comman-
deered the towboat Elizabeth Ann and
local shipping company offices here
in January to film scenes for the
movie “Killshot,” based on the popu-
lar crime novel by Elmore Leonard.
The story follows an ironworker and
his wife, who escape trouble in De-
troit by running to Cape Girardeau,

where he finds work as a welder.
Thomas Jane, Diane Lane and Mickey
Rourke star in the film. A host of tow-
boat engineers, pilots and deckhands
were hired as extras. The film is
scheduled for release in the summer
of 2006.

Ferry Loses Funds
Cassville, Wis. — The Cassville Ferry,
which has struggled through many a
season with no governmental support
at all, will go without the $400,000 in
federal funding that seemed so sure a
few months ago. The funding was
needed to help with operating ex-
penses —fuel, insurance and mainte-
nance costs. Instead, the federal funds
were granted for capital improve-
ments that it doesn’t need. 

Village President Louis Okey said
the landing area and terminal didn’t
need improvement, and it wasn’t the
right time to purchase a new boat.

“We would have to come up with
$70,000 in matching funds to pur-
chase a new boat, and we don’t have
the money,” said Lisa Hoffman, a
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member of the Cassville Harbor
Commission who has organized sev-
eral successful fundraising events to
keep the old boat running.

The little ferry provides important
services to people who would other-
wise have to drive to Prairie du
Chien, Wis., or Dubuque, Iowa, to
cross the river by bridge. It’s been op-
erating since 1836 and is the oldest
operating car ferry in Wisconsin. The
new season opens May 5.

Fish Partnership
La Crosse, Wis. — A new nationwide
program to benefit fish and fish habi-
tat, called the National Fish Habitat

Initiative (NFHI), will focus this year
on the streams and rivers of the Drift-
less Area — that hilly, unglaciated re-
gion centered on the Mississippi Riv-
er, and extending from Eau Claire,
Wis., to Hastings, Minn., south to
northwest Illinois and northeastern
Iowa.

“NFHI won’t be involved in pro-
jects on the main stem of the Missis-
sippi, but on contributory streams,”
said Pam Thiel, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Fisheries biologist. 

However, since NFHI projects in-
clude streambank protection and
keeping cattle out of streams, as well

(River News continues on page 38)

Now it’s your turn. Send river photographs to us at Big River by the dead-
line below. If we select your photo to print in these pages, we’ll send you
three free copies of the magazine to share with friends. The contest is open to
amateurs and professionals, adults and kids. Email a digital JPEG (.jpg) photo
file — high resolution photos only, please — to pam@big-river.com. Write
“PHOTO CONTEST” in the subject line.

Or send a print to Photo Editor, Big River, P.O. Box 204, Winona, MN
55987. (We cannot return photographs, though.) 

Please send no more than three photos for each issue. Include your name,
address, phone number and a short description of the photograph — who or
what it is, when and where it was taken, etc.

The deadline for the May-June issue is March 20, 2006. The deadline for Ju-
ly-August is April 21, 2006.

What do you do while you wait to lock through? On a hot summer day, Ron Vaughn of Dubuque,
Iowa, knew the perfect way to pass the time  while waiting for barges to lock through. He used a boat
bumper as a flotation device and tied the bumper to the boat to keep from drifting away toward the
lock and dam. This issue’s winning photograph was taken by P. Carter Newton of Galena, Il.

Winner of the March-April River Lovers’ Photo Contest! 
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Savanna, Ill., seems to have a lot go-
ing for it. Signs posted from three di-
rections tout this river town as a
sportsman’s paradise. It sits at one
end of the Great River Trail, which
stretches 62 miles south along the riv-
er to Rock Island. About three miles
north of town, Palisades State Park
offers camping, hiking and stunning
overlooks of the river. Upriver from
there, most of the former Savanna
Army Depot’s 13,000 acres are about
to be opened to the public and the
other 3,000 acres will be made avail-
able for commercial development.

Despite these assets, development
in town has struggled with some
frustrating setbacks.

“It’s been a devastating past,” ad-
mits Gene Flack, who has served

more that 30 years in local public of-
fice, including as mayor.

Maybe it wouldn’t seem so bad if
the town hadn’t once had it so good.
In 1938, when Flack arrived in the Sa-
vanna area from Wisconsin, the U.S.
Army Depot employed 7,000 people
and the railroad companies provided
jobs for 30 percent of Savanna’s labor
force. Unlike many people, Flack
stayed put even as industries took
their business elsewhere, people fol-
lowed, Main Street retailers aban-
doned their storefronts and a hospital
closed its doors. The economy shriv-
eled. Today, Carroll County’s popula-
tion hovers around 16,000, down
from 19,507 in 1960.

The county’s unemployment rate
was 8.2 percent in 2004, compared to
5.6 percent in JoDaviess County, just
upriver, and 6.8 percent in Whiteside
County, just downriver, according to
state figures.

“People are leaving. People are go-
ing outside this area to work to live.

They don’t have a choice,” said
Steven Haring, Blackhawk Hills Eco-
nomic Development District director,
a Savanna native and second-time
candidate for state representative. 

Industrious Settlers
The first white settlers traveled

from nearby Galena by river and trail
on Nov. 4, 1828. They built three log
cabins within a month, and within a
year, they sold lumber on the river.
By 1844, Savanna had 500 residents.

In 1862, the Northern Illinois Rail-
road Company laid track, and more
followed its lead in 1885. A year later,
five hotels accommodated visitors.
Eventually, the railroad industry
made up 47 percent of the local econ-
omy.

“The history of Savanna was the
railroads,” Flack explained. “You
could go anywhere you wanted to go
— north, east, west, south.”

In 1917, the Army built the Savan-
na Army Depot to test artillery on

Looking for a Future 
By Abbie Reese

(Abbie Reese)

Its potential
is a matter of
perspective.

Savanna, IllinoisSavanna, Illinois
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13,172 acres of prairie and
backwaters. Then it added
facilities to store and main-
tain munitions.

Throughout America’s
wars, the Depot and Savanna
thrived. Clothing shops and shoe
stores enticed shoppers downtown.
About a dozen neighborhood grocers
sold produce. Telephone companies
and utilities opened offices.

“If you graduated from Savanna
High in the 50s or 60s, you were
guaranteed employment,” said Pam
Brown, executive secretary of the Sa-
vanna Chamber of Commerce. 

Haring thinks the downturn began
in the late 1960s when the Depot
downsized.

Then, in 1980, the Milwaukee
Road, the major company in town, hit
on hard times, changed ownership
and closed its local operations. Flack,
like many, had worked on the rail-
roads. After 32 years as a car inspec-
tor, he was out of a job. 

As Brown remembers, the first
blow to the town’s economy was the
railroad industry pulling out.
Brown’s office is an old railroad car,
stationed parallel to the train tracks,
which are parallel to the Mississippi
River. Trains rumble past her win-
dow, but they no longer stop in Sa-
vanna for servicing. 

The spiral continued when the
Army Depot was closed in 1995. Em-
ployees transferred to the Rock Island
Arsenal.

“Savanna
became like a
bedroom com-
munity,” Brown
said. “When
thousands of peo-
ple leave, that really takes it
down.”

“Everybody has tried to get some-
body to come in here. It’s just been a
futile story. We have not been lucky,”
Flack said.

Transformation
After the Depot closed, the

government said it would help the
community rebound by making the
Depot’s land useable again. It desig-
nated 9,400 acres for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and promised the re-
maining 3,000 acres for redevelop-
ment. The land includes roads, rail-
road tracks, storage buildings, office
buildings and other facilities, much of
it on or near the river.

“This is a property that is environ-
mentally-challenged from a variety of
different issues,” said Dave Ylinen,
executive director of the Jo-Carroll

Depot Local Redevelopment Authori-
ty (LRA) at Eagles Landing. The pos-
sibility remains of an unexploded ar-
tillery shell on the grounds. 

“People are making a gung-ho at-
tempt,” said Haring. “It’s been a
roller coaster ride. We just can’t quit.
It’s a monumental task.”

While rent in some buildings is on-

Mark Skidmore, who moved to Savanna from
Chicago five years ago, is planning to move to
Galena, where he hopes his art will have a better
reception. (Abbie Reese)

Savanna

former Savanna Army Depot

(Original map courtesy of
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.)
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ly a dollar per square foot, Ylinen
says some businesses won’t consider
moving to the Depot unless they can
buy property. The land is scheduled
to be turned over to the LRA by 2012,
once the clean-up is complete. 

“To me,” Brown said, “the govern-
ment has been lax, or lackadaisical, or
whatever word you want to use,
about getting the Army Depot
cleaned and ready for redevelop-
ment.”

Haring disagrees, “If we’re a vic-
tim, maybe that’s our own fault.
Maybe we need to get beyond that,
and create our own destiny.”

Recently, the LRA was granted an
early transfer of 1,500 acres of land so
that even though it isn’t clean, as of
May 2006, the LRA can sell property
to businesses.

The Sac and Fox Indian Nation in
Oklahoma has talked about develop-
ing a bio-diesel plant and a call cen-
ter. A security information company
plans to store sensitive data in the
earth-sheltered bunkers that used to
hold munitions. A local winery plans
to do business on the old testing site.

“If we get half the projects on the
horizon, we’d be a winner,” Ylinen
said.

The Future
Locals agree on one thing: A ro-

bust economic recovery will require

diversity. They learned this the hard
way, having suffered from their de-
pendence on the railroads and the
Depot. 

JB Sullivan Inc. is their prized case
study, the local success story. Sulli-
van’s Foods sold groceries before the
Army Depot closed and has since
opened 10 more grocery stores and
two Save-A-Lots within a 350-mile ra-
dius. Along the way, the company
has picked up other businesses — a
hotel, a gas station and a banquet fa-
cility.

Brown says the company has real-
ly survived and thrived because it
has diversified. The community
needs to follow suit, with more
tourism and more industry.

Lewziana Kitchen, described as a
“French Quarter Coffee House,”
which opened a year and a half ago,
draws customers with a menu of
espresso coffee drinks and Cajun
cooking, including pork creole, red
beans and rice with smoked rib tips,
and cajun sausage. Co-owner Sandra
White said Lewziana Kitchen is a sea-
sonal business, and it will open again
sometime after March 1, whenever
the weather warms up and people
start coming to town.

The occasional new restaurant or
antique store helps attract some
tourism, but the latest target market--
hailed by some as the town's econom-

Dave Ylinen, executive director of the Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority (LRA), is
working to bring jobs onto 2,930 acres of former Army land on the Mississippi River, renamed
Eagles Landing. (Abbie Reese)
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ic salvation -- has also drawn some
local controversy. A sign on a down-
town bar touts, “Bikers Welcome,”
and another boasts a Biker Museum.
On weekends during the warm
months, the street is often lined with
motorcycles.

Flack calls the campaign to lure
motorcyclists into town a fad.

Mark Skidmore, a painter and
graphic designer, has attempted to
capitalize on it by putting up abstract
paintings of Harleys, displayed to-
ward Main Street in Skidmore
Gallery, facing Poopy’s, a motorcycle
hangout. But he admits his strategy
has a logistical flaw.

It’s hard for a biker to come in,
pick up a picture and take off on his

bike.
Skidmore, a Chicago transplant,

says he and his wife gave Savanna
everything they could for five years.
Now they’re planning to move to
Galena. “As an artist, unless I switch
completely and go into tattoo artistry
or airbrushing, I don’t see much
longevity here,” he said.

Skidmore created free renditions of
an improved riverfront for the city,
but locals greeted them with a cool
reception. “I’ve kind of gotten the im-
pression they like things the way they
are and don’t want to see any im-
provements,” Skidmore said. “Maybe
they just don’t want to see people
come in and rock the boat.”

La Pointe St., Prairie du Chien
www.prairiefunland.com

608-326-0888
Family Fun

• Go-Kart Racing
• Miniature Golf
• Arcade Fun
• Refreshments
• Driving Range

Summer Hours:
10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

EXPANDING FUN JUST FOR YOU!

For Sale
New Log Home on the

Mississippi River, 40 miles south
of La Crosse, panoramic views of
the river from every room, stan-
dard construction with full log
inside and out, three spacious
bedrooms, three baths, living
room with fireplace and cathedral
ceiling, gourmet kitchen with
granite counter tops and stainless
appliances, garage, boat dock,
professionally landscaped, mature
apple trees, sun deck, central air-
conditioning and heat, designer
furnished, 1800 sq. feet 
owner/broker

(262) 784-7771

A
few miles downriver from Savan-
na, the smaller community of
Thomson, Ill., is also playing a

waiting game with the government. Last
year, when politicians and business lead-
ers met together for a tri-state planning
session in Illinois, a Wisconsin resident
said he thought he remembered hearing
of an unoccupied prison in these parts.

That prompted
sighs from local lead-
ers and this, from
Steven Haring, Black-
hawk Hills Economic
Development District
director:“That’s our
$145 million ghost.
We have our own white elephant.”

The 1,600-cell, maximum-security
prison still stands empty more than five
years after it was completed.

Mike Schafer, owner of Schafer’s Fish-
eries Inc. in Fulton, Ill., opened his organ-
ic fertilizer plant a mile from the Thom-
son Correctional Center after the state
built it.

“They ought to close down one of
their prisons that aren’t cost-efficient
and open this one that is,” Schafer said.

Officials visited the town as the
prison project unfolded and told resi-
dents how many gas stations, houses
and hotels the community would need
when the prison opened. Locals re-

sponded. Some invested their life sav-
ings to prepare for an economic oppor-
tunity that never materialized.

“I think we’re a victim of poor plan-
ning and we continue to be a victim. I
think we’ve been held hostage on that
issue,” Haring said.“It’s a fleecing of
Northwest Illinois. It’s a fleecing of the tax-
payers’money, knowing we have over-

crowding in other fa-
cilities and other facili-
ties are crumbling be-
fore our eyes.”

Dates of the facili-
ty’s opening were
once bandied about,
Haring said, but

aren’t anymore.
Gene Flack, who spent 30 years serv-

ing as a mayor and city council member
in Savanna, thinks the next elections
could provoke the opening.

“Politics are coming up pretty soon,
and that’ll make a difference,” he said.

When it does open, locals are con-
vinced it will not only revive Thomson,
it’ll boost the economies of neighboring
communities, as well.F

Editors note:
At press time, Illinois governor Rod Blago-
jevich announced the prison will open on
Sept. 1, 2006, with 200 beds for minimum-
security inmates.

Prison Holds Thomson’s Economy Hostage
By Abbie Reese

The 1,600-cell,
maximum-security

prison still stands empty
more than five years

after it was completed.

(Savanna continues on page 35)
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Dredging Up Memories: the Dredge
William A. Thompson
mediawërks, with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers St. Paul District,
2005, 31 minutes, $10.95.

The first time I spotted the
Thompson at night I didn’t
know what I was seeing. Dri-

ving around a bend on Highway 61, I
saw a huge vessel in the river, spec-
tacularly lit up and looking quite fes-
tive. I knew that none of the big
Queen paddlewheelers were in the
area, so what was this glittering vi-
sion? Had we been invaded?

Only later did I realize that this
267-ft. boat was all lit up, not for a
party, but for the work that went on
on the dredge 24 hours, seven days a
week when it was cleaning settled
sediment out of the Mississippi’s
shipping channel.

The dredge William A. Thompson
has been digging sand from the bot-
tom of the river for almost 70 years,
way beyond its original life expectan-
cy and long enough for two genera-
tions to work on it. In a few years it
will be replaced by the Goetz. The
Thompson will retire to Winona,
Minn., as part of the Minnesota Mar-
itime Art Museum.

This documentary videotape is a
fond farewell to the largest and only

remaining cutterhead dredge on the
Mississippi. Not just a history of
the boat, it is a glimpse of the
river before and after the dredg-
ing of the nine-foot channel. It
offers an explanation of why
dredges are needed on the river,
and of course, what it is like to
live and work on the dredge.

A lot of infor-
mation is present-
ed in this docu-
mentary, with nar-
ration by the veter-
an newscaster Don
Shelby, interviews
of former and pre-
sent workers, his-
torical pho-
tographs, and
readings from
printed works.
Historian John An-
finson and biolo-
gist Cal Fremling,
talk about how maintaining the
channel for shipping has
changed the river. Gretchen Ben-
jamin of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources ex-
plains how the St. Paul District
of the Corps has made drastic
changes in the last 30 years to
deposit dredge spoils in a more

Sedimental Journey
Video says goodbye to the Dredge Thompson

Sedimental Journey

(Thompson continues on page 27)

Top: The Thompson pulls into its home
port at Fountain City, Wis., in 1963. (U. S
Army Corps of Engineers)

Above: The large cutterhead mounted
on the Thompson’s bow digs sand,
gravel and silt from the Main Channel.
(U. S Army Corps of Engineers) 
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The sight of a bald eagle — pow-
er-stroking over the river or
swooping and diving for fish

— stops a lot of people in their tracks.
It stops them in their cars, too.

Drivers this year will have more
reasons to stop along the river than
ever before. Last year was a boom
year for bald eagles on the Upper
Mississippi River Refuge, the 261-
mile stretch of river from Wabasha,
Minn., to Rock Island, Ill. 

“Eagles are doing really well on
the river,” said Brian Stemper, refuge
biologist. “The numbers are just phe-
nomenal.”

The number of known, active eagle
nests on the refuge doubled in four
years, from 81 in 2001 to 167 in 2005,
according to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. An estimated 279
new eagles fledged from those nests.

Crowded Neighborhood
Eagle nests are too big to mistake

for anything else. These stick nests —
which can be six to nine feet across
and weigh a ton or even two — are
set high in tall, mature trees. Many
nests are visible from the highway.

Look for eagles’ nests in places that
are protected and close to both water
and a source of food — fish — yet
away from other eagles’ nests. If ea-
gles can’t find a spot that meets their

criteria, they may move to a tributary
river or up on the ridge. 

“Eagles are filling in the territory
pretty well,” Stemper said. “The only
problem is the availability of big trees
that can support the nests. The floods
have knocked down a lot of the
largest trees, so the young birds are
having to move farther off to build
their nests.” 

Stemper noted that 90 of last
year’s new nests are in the more re-
mote, undeveloped stretches of the
river in Pools 9, 10 and 11, where
there are more trees.

Terrence Ingram, who coordinates

a mid-winter bald eagle count for the
Eagle Nature Foundation, based in
Apple River, Ill., agreed that the num-
ber of eagles is up, but he’s concerned
that the percentage of immature ea-
gles has been decreasing for the last
six years.

“A healthy percentage of imma-
tures to adults is at least 32 or 33 per-
cent. In 2000 we had 38.9 percent, in
2005, it was 24.6 percent and now, in
2006, the count for the Mississippi
River was way down — just 15 per-
cent of the eagles were immatures.
This concerns me. 

“Also, we usually see large con-
centrations of immature eagles in the
winter, but we didn’t in 2005 or in
2006. They just weren’t out there,” In-
gram said.

(Immature bald eagles are mottled
brown, or brown with white streaks,
and they lack the white head and tail
feathers of adults.)

Ingram speculated that eagles may
be moving farther away from the riv-
er to find territory to build their nests.
Then when their young fledge, they
have to fly farther from their home
territory to find food. This may stress

The number of immature eagles

was way down this year — a

cause of concern to Terrence

Ingram of the Eagle Nature

Foundation.

A Valley Full
of Eagles

By Pamela Eyden

(RJ and Linda Miller)
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them and cause greater mortality.
“We see eagles out in the boonies

feeding on dead animals and manure
from hog and chicken farms.” Eagles
are scavengers by nature, he said,
“but this may come back to haunt
us.”

Some speculate that the increased
density of nests and territories may
result in eagles laying fewer eggs or
raising fewer young.

“You’d have to do a study of this
to know, but it makes sense,” said
Mary Beth Garrigan, director of the
National Eagle Center in Wabasha,
Minn. “The more nests you have
close together, the fewer chicks might
make it to fledgling age. There would
be more competition for food.”

Nests are uncommonly close to
each other near Wabasha, Garrigan
said.

“We’re seeing eagle nests as close
as 500 yards apart in some places.
There’s even a new nest visible from
the viewing platform [on the river
near the Eagle Center]. Last summer
we noticed a lot of interaction be-
tween adult and juvenile eagles over

there, but we couldn’t see the nest
until the leaves fell off the trees,” she
said.

Eagle Flocks
Eagles only pair up in the spring.

During the winter, they roost and
feed together in large numbers, where
the river hasn’t frozen over. 

As many as 800 have been counted
in Spring Lake south of Savanna, Ill. 

People in Bettendorf, Iowa, kept
their pets indoors for a week this
winter while more than 100 eagles
roosted in neighborhood trees down-
river from Lock and Dam 14. 

Eagle watchers in Alma, Wis.,
counted 500 eagles fishing below the
dam there one weekend this winter.

In March, as the ice melts and the
river opens up, eagles disperse and
move north. By the time they get back
to their home territories, they are
ready to settle in to old nests or find
territory for new ones. Some of the
eagles that move through the Upper
Mississippi River Valley continue on
to northern Minnesota, northern Wis-
consin and Canada. Others nest here.

Nesting may begin two weeks ear-
lier near the Quad Cities than near
the Twin Cities, and a week earlier
near McGregor, Iowa, than Winona,
Minn. 

Sally and Bob Sloan have lived in
their riverside home in Homer town-
ship, near Winona, for 10 years. There
are four eagle nests within a mile of
their house. 

“We keep an eye on those fami-
lies,” Sally Sloan said. “When we go
to town and come back, we’re always
ogling the nests to see if anyone’s
home.”

Sally Sloan said the eagles have
been very loyal to the four nests. 

“Every year they rebuild the nests
and raise more babies. They’re very
productive here! I’m beginning to
wonder about eagle fertility.”

She looks forward to March and
April: “It’s spring! The world is right!
The eagles are nesting!” F

Pamela Eyden is news and photo editor
for Big River.

(Allen Blake Sheldon)  
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In Spring They Return, Flashing Their Wings and

Looking Just Ducky
Nature tends to economize. When

it’s courting time, male water-
fowl sport their brightest, show-offy
plumage to go along with their loud-
est calls and show-offy behavior,
which they flaunt to get the attention
of females. These showy drakes

brighten up springtime on the Upper
Mississippi, when much of the river-
scape is still dominated by muted
browns and grays.

Later in the season — when all
chance of mating is over, the young
have grown and pairs drift apart to

join larger flocks — molting drakes
lose their bright feathers and meta-
morphose to a more camouflaged ap-
pearance, similar to the hens. 

So when the difference is most im-
portant, it is the most obvious, but a
measure of anonymity is apparently
more useful for community life. (You
may pause here to contemplate paral-
lels with human behavior.)

Green-Winged Teal
Green-winged teals don’t stay long

in the Upper Mississippi River Valley
because they’re on their way to nest-
ing grounds in northern Minnesota
and Canada, but they’re vivid while
they’re here. Drakes sport red heads,
emerald eye masks and white
epaulettes on their wings during the
breeding season, and they sound
something like the frogs called spring
peepers. After the season is over, they
camouflage themselves in speckled
brown feathers, much like their
mates.

Mallard
Drake mallards continue to wear

emerald green heads and high-con-
trast tuxedo-style plumage until the
end of summer, partly because hens
continue to mate and raise as many
broods as the season allows. Then —
just before hunting season — the
drakes molt and grow new mottled
brown feathers, like the females wear
all year.

Northern Shoveler
Northern shoveler drakes change

plumage three times during the year.
From December through May, they
have bright green heads, rufous red
flanks and white breasts, and their
wings rattle loudly when they take
off. Their two other sets of feathers

The green-winged teal is the smallest dabbling duck in North America. (Charles and Marsha Kessler)

The wings of the mallard whistle in flight. (Dave Menke, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)
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are both paler and duller. They nest
in western Canada and northwestern
United States, spending winters on
the Gulf Coast and Mexico.

Greater Scaup 
As they migrate through the Mis-

sissippi River Valley on their way to
nest in the northern reaches of Cana-
da and Alaska, greater scaup drakes
are bright and bracing to see, but you
probably won’t hear them unless
you’re a hen — Sibley’s Guide to Birds
describes their call as a “soft, hollow,
bubbling hoot.” At the end of breed-
ing season, the drakes lose their
stark, high-contrast, black and white
look and molt into a streaked brown
that’s more drab than their mates. Fe-
males have bright white cheek patch-
es all year.

This northern shoveler drake is in full breeding plumage in the spring of the year. (Charles and Marsha Kessler)

This northern shoveler drake look a dissheveled mess because he is in the midst of molting, when his spring
feathers fall out and are replaced by inconspicuous, autumnal wear. (Charles and Marsha Kessler)
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Pied-billed Grebe
Pied-billed grebes aren’t ducks at all, and they don’t

really look like ducks. With their long necks and stubby
tails, they look more like loons. The drakes spruce up a
bit during the mating season, with white rings around
their eyes, a dark patch under their chins and a striking,
pale bill with a broad black band. But they compensate
for this subtlety with loud calls described as “far-carry-
ing, vibrant, throaty barks.” After breeding season, they
quiet down and lose these contrasting touches.

Canvasback 
The canvasback drake is a striking bird, indeed, in the

mating season, with its white coat, black vest and ruddy
red head. To attract attention from potential mates, he
gives an “eerie hooting goh-WOOO-o-o-o-o, with weird
squeaky overtones,” according to Sibley’s Guide to Birds.
Vast numbers of canvasbacks traditionally migrate

The drake canvasback at left is showing off his spring costume. (Charles and Marsha Kessler)

After breeding season, the pied-billed grebe drake molts to become an even
more subtle bird. (Charles and Marsha Kessler)

Pied-billed grebe drakes are subtle, but still distinctive in the spring, with bright
eye rings and a dark band crossing its beak. (Charles and Marsha Kessler)

The greater scaup is very easy to spot on the river, thanks to its high-contrast
plumage. (Dave Menke, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)



March-April 2006 / BIG RIVER MAGAZINE 23

This pair of wood ducks is in breeding plumage. Note the female’s wide eye ring, and the male’s
red eye ring. (Dave Menke, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)

through the Upper Mississippi River
Valley to nest in the prairie pothole
regions and farther north into Cana-
da.

Wood Ducks
During breeding season, wood

duck drakes are one of the most vivid
and ornate ducks on the continent.
They sport vivid yellow flanks, ru-
fous red breasts, bright white “chin
straps” and emerald green manes
that sweep down the backs of their
necks like Prussian soldiers’ helmets.
Later in the season they tone down,
although they are always readily told
apart from their mates. Wood ducks,
like their name implies, prefer wood-
ed areas and nest in holes in trees or
in special boxes mounted on trees or
poles. They nest in the Upper Missis-
sippi. F

The same crew that designs and produces this
magazine also designs books, promotional materials,
interpretive signs, logos and web sites. Let us help
with your projects.

We can help you write, edit, design and layout your
documents. We take the same care with each project
as we do with our own magazine.

Two companies, one crew

We do custom publishing, too.

Do you like what you see
in Big River?

Give us  a cal l  about your  next  pro ject • (800)  303-8201 • (507)  454-5949

Books • Brochures• Business Cards
Logos • Newsletters • Websites

www.riverwise.com
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One of the best places to study wakes is in a canoe
or kayak on the Main Channel of the Mississippi
River on a nice summer day. From this vantage

point, you can easily compare the wakes of houseboats,
tows and cruisers. You’ll also learn about rocking and
rolling.

Waves are created by any disturbance in or on the wa-
ter: wind, a rock, a shift in the earth or a passing boat.
Wakes are one kind of wave that is created by something

moving through the water — like a boat or a duck — or
by water moving past something — like a buoy or a
bridge footing. 

Much of the energy that goes into moving a boat is
transferred to the water in the form of a wake. Ocean-go-
ing ship wakes are clearly visible from space shuttles.

Some of the most powerful wakes on the river are
“Kelvin wakes,” which spread out in a wide V behind a
boat. The Kelvin wake is named after Lord Kelvin, who, in
addition to studying wakes and tides, was the electrical
engineer in charge of laying the first successful transat-
lantic cable in 1866.  

The Kelvin wake is generated by two other waves.

(Wake Up continues on page 37)

Wake Up! Watch Your Wake
By John Heddle

Three years ago two men were fishing a wing dam
in Pool 5a, above Winona. A large cruiser threw a

wake large enough to swamp the fishing boat and
put the fishermen in the river.

The fishermen were okay. A boater who witnessed
the incident radioed the lockmaster, who held the
cruiser in the lock until the sheriff came. According to
the sheriff, the cruiser operator was very angry he
got a ticket. After all, what was such a small boat do-
ing on the Main Channel?

Of course, it’s not just big boats that create damag-
ing wakes. (See “Wake Up!”)

Boat owners are legally responsible for the dam-
age caused by their boat wakes, but many are oblivi-
ous to what they leave in their wake. A May 2004
study by the Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources found that: “Shorelines exposed to significant
recreational boat traffic are eroding at an average rate
of 2-3 feet/year.” (“Shoreline and Water Quality Im-
pacts from Recreational Boating on the Mississippi
River”)

What’s the answer?
Posting a no-wake or speed-limit sign won’t be ef-

fective unless it is accompanied by visible enforce-
ment. Consider that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife has
just four game wardens to enforce regulations for 10
river pools.

The Power Squadron does an excellent job of edu-
cating new boat operators, but its seamanship course
is voluntary and taken by only a small percentage of
new boat operators.

Perhaps someday we will have to pass a test to get
a boat operators license, much like automobile dri-
vers have to pass driving tests to get a drivers li-
cense.

This isn’t a new problem, but it is a problem that’s
getting bigger. F

John Heddle is a Winona writer. His last story for Big
River was “Amphicars!” May-June 2005.

A jet ski quickly attains “planing speed.”This speedboat pulling a skier travels  at “transitional speed.” Notice the
Kelvin wake behind the boat. The skier leaves a complex wake, too.

Creation of a Kelvin Wake

Boats leave little or no wake when
they travel at “displacement speed.”

By Reggie McLeod
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Just Around the Bend . . . Just Around the Bend . . . 
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www.wigreatriverroad.org
1•800•658•9424

Wisconsin’s
Great River Road

Wisconsin’s
Great River Road
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environmentally-thought-
ful way. Chris Lennon of
the Army Corps of Engi-
neers is our guide through-
out.

The videotape includes
an interview with the last
remaining deckhand from
the Thompson’s 1937 maiden voyage
from the yards in Pittsburgh, up the
Ohio River and then the Mississippi.
He recalls the onlookers lining the

river to witness the big boat heading
upstream to its home in Fountain
City, Wis.

One crew member recalls visiting
the boat when he was 14 and his fa-
ther worked on the boat, and how it
smelled like diesel. 

This “exquisitely designed vessel”
with a wrought-iron hull can remove
more than one million cubic yards of
sediment per year at a rate of 1,000
cubic yards an hour. It requires 8,000
feet of floating pipeline and up to
3,000 feet of shore pipeline to dispose
of the sand.

The Thompson’s size on the river
makes it act like a sailboat in a heavy
wind. In October 1996 the 1,370-ton
boat was caught in a storm on Lake
Pepin for 36 hours, and was protected
by commercial towboats nuzzling
alongside it. You get the idea that not
only is the Thompson respected on the
river, but it’s sometimes thought of as

a big ol’ buddy. 
It’s evident that the workers inter-

viewed here are fond of the big yel-
low boat. They speak naturally and
eagerly about their job and how the
boat works. One man uses his arms
and legs to demonstrate how the boat
steps forward as it pumps its way
through the water. Another remem-
bers working the midnight shift un-
der a full moon, calling it the most ro-
mantic job he ever had. 

The work of dredging will contin-
ue on the river. As Chris Lennon says
in the closing, the crew will step onto
the new boat with the same excite-
ment the crew had when they
stepped onto the Thompson more than
68 years ago.

Viewers of Dredging Up Memories
will learn about this boat and the riv-
er, from trivia to larger themes of
what it takes to keep the channel
open for shipping, and how using the
river primarily for shipping affects it
for other uses. When you watch it, be
sure to stick around for the credits,
when you will be treated to Eddie
Allen and Clay Riness singing the ti-
tle song, a tune sure to evoke nostal-
gia for the big yellow boat. F

Molly McGuire is managing editor of
Big River.

(Thompson continued from page 17)

The cutterhead carves out dredge
spoils that are then sent through

hundreds of feet of pipes.
(Winona Country Historical Society)

The Thompson houses a small
community of dredge workers. (U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers)

Another remembers working the

midnight shift under a

full moon, calling it the most

romantic job he ever had.

Hawks ViewHawks View
Cottages & LodgeCottages & Lodge

Deluxe forest cottages high above
the Mississippi, overlooking

historic Fountain City, Wisconsin

www.hawksview.net
hawksview@qwest.net

CALL US TOLL-FREE:
1-866-293-0803

ALSO, ASK ABOUT OUR

4-BEDROOM BLUFFTOP LODGE



Walk through our door and enjoy the 
colors, sounds, aromas, tastes, and 

textures of the season.

Furniture
Home & Garden Décor

Gifts & More

Featuring homemade desserts,
sandwiches, soups and salads

in a cozy atmosphere
Hours: Sunday 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Monday - Saturday 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Gregory’s Gifts & Greetings
101 East Third Street

Winona, MN

(507) 454-3160

HOURS:  M-F  9-5
Sat. 9-5; Sun. 11-4

Corner of 2nd & Lafayette Streets
Historic Downtown Winona, MN  (507) 452-3722

Mon. 12 - 5:30 p.m.  Tues. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.  Sun. 11:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.   

P i e c e s  o f  t h e  P a s t

Historic Downtown Winona,
Minnesota
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Discover McGregor-Marquette,
Iowa

McGREGOR – MARQUETTE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Games, puppets, books and laminated
guides to teach your children about
Nature and their place in it.

14059 Spook Cave Road. McGregor, IA 52157
w w w. o t t e r s i d e o f n a t u r e . c o m

563-873-2980 888-568-2798

Available at
McGregor Pharmacy
Paper Moon Books

Effigy Mounds National Monument

Don’t Miss The 
Mississippi!

AMERICAN
HOUSE INN

Established 1854

Each luxurious suite offers a view of the river.

Near Marinas, Restaurants & Antique Shopping.

563-873-3364
116 Main St., Box 134, McGregor, IA

Visit our website at www.americanhouseinn.com

SEE WHAT’S HAPPENING AT www.mcgreg-marq.org

146 Main Street Toll-free 800-896-0910
P.O. Box 105 Phone 563-873-2186
McGregor, Iowa 52157 Fax 563-873-2847

Email: mac-marq@alpinecom.net
Website:www.mcgreg-marq.org
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Specializing in outdoor & historic weddings amid
the Mississippi River bluff country in Cassville, Wis.

(608) 725-5022          amelia@chorus.net

www.outdoorandhistoricweddings.com

Cassville Tourism, P.O. Box 576, Cassville, WI 53806
1-877-891-8298     casstour@chorus.net     www.cassville.org

117 W. Front St.
Cassville,WI 53806

608-725-5895
www.riverviewbb.com

River View Bed & Breakfast

Across the street from the car ferry

704 E. Amelia St.
Cassville, WI 53806

Russel Nelson, owner

Great River Road Stop & Go

bait • food • fuel • tourism information

Visit our unique one of a
kind craft and gift shop.

Cassville bp Amoco-Piccadily
316 Deniston Street
Cassville, Wisconsin 
608 / 725-5181

2 blocks from the Mississippi River

Automotive
and

Marine Supplies

Food - Sodas - Ice - Diesel

June 3rd 
Car Ferry Appreciation Day

TREASURE ON THE MISSISSIPPI Wisconsin
The Cassville Car Ferry

The Fun Way to Cross
the Mississippi!
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Prairie du Chien

www.prairieduchien.org
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Historic Community
in Southwestern

Wisconsin
on the Mighty

Mississippi
River

Historic Community
in Southwestern

Wisconsin
on the Mighty

Mississippi
River

"THE LANDING"
Wyalusing, Wisconsin

Rent a quaint cottage along the Mississippi River

Year-Round Cottage for Rent

Beautiful Main Channel view

1 block to sandy beach

Minutes to boat launch

3 season enclosed porch overlooking river

Newly remodeled & completely furnished 

New stove, refrigerator (ice maker), microwave,

VCR/DVD/stereo

Monthly, Weekly, Weekend Rates

www.thelandingcottage.com

cdaa_oconnell@charter.net • (608) 444-3974
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Wed – Sat 12-5; Sun 12-3; or by appointment
80 South 2nd Street • Lansing, IA 52151
(563) 538-9285 • www.bigriverforge.com

Enjoy your visit to Lansing!
We carry a wide selection of gift items – 

Visit our 2nd Floor Antiques!Two floors of one-of-a-
kind gifts, plus flowers
& plants, Red Wing
crocks and much,
much more.

563-538-4326
417 Main, Lansing, IA

(3 short blocks from 
the Mississippi)

HOURS: M-F 9-5; Sat 9-4; Sun 10-3

River’sRiver’s
E D G E

Serving Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner

Great View & Food • Fun! Docking Available
Open 6AM – 2AM Mon-Sat; 7AM – 2AM, Sun.

10 South Front Street Lansing, IA • 563-538-4497
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Featuring:
wrought-iron
pieces, garden art,
cabin decor, wall
hangings and 
patio fireplaces. 

CU S TO M O R D E R S W E LC O M E.

SEE WHAT’S NEW AT

www.lansingiowa.com

Much More than Just Hardware
238 Main Street Lansing, IA 563.538.4431
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RED GERANIUM
Gifts & Floral

Located in the G. Kerndt Bros.
historic grain elevator building 
right on the Mississippi!
60 South Front St. Lansing, IA
FREE local floral delivery.

563-538-3943
Mon – Fri 10 a.m.– 5 p.m.
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SEE WHAT’S NEW AT
www.lansingiowa.com

1381 NORTH SECOND ST. (HWY 26)
LANSING, IOWA 52151

608-386-9721; AFTER 6PM 563-538-4091

riversedgeretreat@msn.com
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kfai.org

touch
of class

INTERIORS

For Memorable Interiors

• Primary & vacation homes

• Consultation and/or full service

• Space planning

Kate Halverson, ASID, CID
30 + years experience

Minneapolis ~ Lake City, MN
www.tocinteriors.com

952.941.3023
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(Savanna continued from page 15)

MEET MUSCATINE

ON T H E BA N K S O F T H E MI G H T Y MI S S I S S I P P I

IN BE AU T I F U L EA S T E R N IOWA

RI C H RI V E R HI S TO RY

ON E O F A KI N D PE A R L BU T TO N MU S E U M

EL E G A N T LAU R A MU S S E R MA N S I O N

CH A R M I N G SH O P P I N G DI S T R I C T

HI S TO R I C NE I G H B O R H O O D S

EX C E P T I O N A L DI N I N G A N D LO D G I N G

TH E PE A R L O F T H E MI S S I S S I P P I

For  a  f ree Vis i tors  Guide
and sample i t inerar y,

p lease ca l l  1-800-25 PEARL

w w w . m e e t m u s c a t i n e . c o m

Great River Cafe
Freshly made breakfast specialties, gourmet pastries,
soups, salads, Panini sandwiches, wraps & desserts

Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream

Full Espresso Bar with our fresh-roasted coffees!
Take home some Mississippi Mud TM

Relax on our outdoor patio surrounded by
extensive perennial gardens

Great River Coffee Roasters
Hwy 35 & Lake Street, Pepin, WI 54759

715-442-4100

(Havlik continued from page 44)

and then declined for unknown rea-
sons. In 2004 the numbers seemed to
be up again, Havlik said, but zebra

mussels don‘t seem to be as dramatic
a threat anymore.

“Yes, they have seriously impacted
some populations, but the native
mussels are doing better than anyone
thought they would.”

In 2003 Havlik was awarded the
Lifetime Achievement Award by the
Freshwater Mollusk Conservation So-
ciety. But her achievements aren‘t
over. Rumors of her retirement are
premature. She already has field

work scheduled for this summer.
“Climbing into and out of boats

isn‘t as easy as it was, but I‘m not re-
tiring yet. I‘ll keep doing this as long
as I can crawl into the boat,” Havlik
laughed.

Her work is a labor of love.
“She has never tried to separate

her labor of love from her business,”
Welke said. “She does what she does
because ethically and philosophically
it‘s something she feels strongly
about. I respect and admire her long-
term commitment.” ��. F 

“The river is why we live here,”
Brown said. “I mean, most of us enjoy
the Mississippi. That’s why we stayed
here. Most of us have mixed emotions
about the development of the river. I
don’t want a barge terminal staring
me in the face like a smoke stack.”

Flack is open to new industry. He’s
helping court the Sac and Fox Indian
Nation into building a lodge the state
promised him 45 years ago. He’s
stubbornly optimistic, rebounding
from his litany of disappointments.
“We can’t keep going back all the
time,” he says. “I’m sure the tide has
to turn sometime.”

Flack says this might be his final
whirl at economic development. Then
he admits that if another opportunity
presents itself like bait, he’d bite.

Locals say they’re willing to do all
they can, but they’re still trying to de-
fine a vision of their new identity. F

Abbie Reese is a writer and photogra-
pher who lives in Galena, Ill.

Visit the Big River Home page
(www.big-river.com) for links to
information about stories marked
with the mouse��.

“Climbing into and out of boats

isn’t as easy as it was, but I’m

not retiring yet. I’ll keep doing

this as long as I can crawl into

the boat,” Havlik laughed.
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• Ride along with Duke on his regularly scheduled eagle watching van tours at the Minnesota Valley National
Wildlife Refuge in Bloomington, Minn., or schedule one of Duke’s tours for your group. (952-858-0740)

• Attend or schedule one of Duke’s presentations at the National Eagle Center in Wabasha, Minn., and view
both wild and captive eagles there. (651-565-4989)

• Attend or schedule one of Duke’s presentations at the Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota in
St. Paul and view the captive eagles with him there. (612-624-4745)

• Select an eagle-watching location and meet Duke there with your group or make Duke’s presentation part
of your community or organization’s eagle-watching events and environmental education programs.

Duke also tells Tales about American Indians, Fur Traders, Explorers, Ghosts, and More!
For more information about Duke and his wide variety of River Tales presentations, and to view his schedule:

www.DukeAddicksStoryteller.com (651) 643-0622       dukeaddicks@earthlink.net

Duke Addicks Tells River Tales

DUKE ADDICKS
STORYTELLER

Duke’s upcoming schedule
on board the riverboat Mississippi Explorer

Call (563) 586-4444 for reservations.

• Sunday, May 14 Wild Eagle Watching on the River Cruise,
departs Lansing, Iowa, at 2 p.m.

• Sunday, July 23 Black Hawk War Cruises,
depart Lansing, Iowa, at 1 and 3:30 p.m.

• Saturday & Sunday, September 23 & 24
Don’t Forget Zeb Pike Cruises, depart Prairie du Chien,
Wisconsin, at 2 p.m.

• Or schedule any of Duke’s River Tales presentations on a
Chartered Mississippi Explorer Cruise for your group.

HONOR THE EAGLES!
Watch wild eagles with Duke and listen to his

Eagle and Thunderbird Legends and Lore
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When the
bow of a
boat pushes
through the
water, it cre-
ates “diverg-
ing waves”
that spread
out at a
35.25-degree
angle to the
“sailing
line,” which
is the direc-
tion that the boat is pointed. Mean-
while, “traverse waves” spread out
behind the boat at right angles to the
sailing line. Where the crests and
troughs of these two waves meet,
they create the Kelvin wake, which is
larger than the other two waves and
spreads at a 19.5-degree angle from
the sailing line.

If the light and the wind are right,
you can clearly see all three waves
behind a duck, a row boat or a run-
about. 

The height of a wake depends on
many things — speed; the shape of
the hull (or duck); the weight of the
craft and cargo; the water depth; and
the distance from the sailing line.
Generally, the faster the boat goes, the
bigger its wake, but it’s not that sim-
ple. For example, a bass boat blasting
through shallow water at 40 mph will
create less of a wake than a big cruis-
er tooling down the channel at 25
mph or a tow moving along at 12 mph.

Boats travel through the water
three different ways, depending on
their speed and design. Speedboats in
a no-wake zone move at “displace-
ment speed” or “hull speed.” They
are about as level as when they are
standing still, and they are basically
pushing the water aside with just
enough energy to move, at about 7
mph or less. They produce a very
small wake, like a canoe or a duck.

“Transition speed” produces the
biggest wake. This is when the boat
speeds up so the bow tips up and the
stern dips down. You see a lot of this
when boats leave a lock, in a hurry to
get away. If it takes off when other
boats are nearby, a big high-powered

cruiser can swamp a smaller boat or
tip a houseboat enough that its pro-
pellers spin in the air. Flat-bottomed
boats and many larger boats cannot
go faster than transition speed, so op-
erators need to be especially aware of
their wakes.

The third way is “planing speed,”
when the boat hull lifts mostly out of
the water and levels out at high
speeds. Bass boats, jet skis, speed
boats and some other craft are de-
signed to operate at “planing speed,”
which creates less of a wake than at
transition speed, but more than at
displacement speed.

No-wake zones and speed limits
are usually created for the safety and
benefit of boaters in crowded areas or
near docks, but they have been im-
posed in some areas to protect plants
and eroding shorelines, because when
a wave hits the shoreline, some of its
energy washes away or stirs up the
soil. A five-inch wake doesn’t cause
much damage to either docks or
shorelines, but a 10-inch wake is five
times as destructive, and a 25-inch
wake is 30 times as destructive as a
five-inch wake! The energy of these
waves destroys plants, trees and
property.

The wave we see on the water’s
surface is a simple part of much more
complex interactions happening un-
derwater. Even though humans have
been making waves for thousands of
years, scientists are still working to
unravel their secrets. F

Reggie McLeod is editor and publisher
of Big River magazine.

(Wake Up continued from page 25)

Maximum Wake Heights of Recreational Boats
distance from sailing line

0 to 100 ft 100 to 300 ft 300 to 500 ft

jet skis 3 in 2 in 0 in
fishing boats 6 3 2
pontoon boats 3 2 2
medium power boats 9 8 4
large cruisers 20 16 8
houseboats 3 2 2

Information from “Effects of Recreational Boating on the Upper Mississippi River
System,” St. Paul District, Army Corps of Engineers
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Unique Bakery Coffee Shop
Serving Freshness...

fresh baked foods • breakfasts
lunches • boxed lunches

espresso beverages
freezer beverages

Bakery: 6 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Coffee Shop: 7 a.m. - 4 p.m.

(Saturday closing at 3 p.m.)

410 West Third Street in
HHISTORICISTORIC DDOWNTOWNOWNTOWN RREDED WWINGING, M, MINNINN..

651-388-1589

as building underwater structures
that attract and shelter fish, they
should have a positive effect on the
big river, by improving water quality
and cutting erosion.

Like the highly successful North
American Waterfowl Plan, which elic-
its cooperation from agencies and
partners all over North American to
protect habitat and flyways for migra-
tory waterfowl throughout their
range, NFHI is supported by many
partners, including anglers, industry,
government agencies, tribes, academ-
ic and conservation groups, and indi-
viduals. Some of the partners  along
the Mississippi include the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Trout Unlimited,
the Nature Conservancy and the Mis-
sissippi Interstate Cooperative Re-
source Association.

NFHI’s draft Fish Habitat Action
Plan identifies some of the factors
that have caused widespread and
alarming destruction of aquatic habi-
tat — barriers along migration routes;
inhospitable stream conditions; direct
alteration of important spawning and
nursery areas; coastal anoxic (“dead”)
zones; and wetland loss. ��

Cleaner Water
Des Moines, Iowa — The Iowa Envi-
ronmental Protection Commission
voted in January to approve new pol-
lution rules that would put stringent
limits on levels of bacteria, ammonia
and other pollutants in streams. The
move would bring Iowa into compli-
ance with the federal Clean Water
Act, which says that waterways must
be inhabitable by fish and wildlife. 

The new rules would force 334
Iowa cities to improve their sewage
treatment plants, at a cost of nearly
one billion dollars over the next ten
or 20 years.

Missing Time
La Crosse, Wis. — La Crosse Police
have suspended their investigation of
two incidents in January that resulted
in two young men passing out in the
lobby of a hospital on the same night.
One, a 25-year old, said his truck was
missing. He couldn’t remember how
he got to the hospital. Police later
found the truck parked near surveil-
lance cameras that showed a man re-
sembling the owner using keys to en-
ter the truck at about 3 a.m. 

The other young man, a 21-year-
old, was soaking wet, but couldn’t re-
member how he’d gotten that way.
Police reported that his blood-alcohol
content would have been about 0.163
at bar closing time. They later found
some of his belongings near the river
and concluded that that’s how he’d
gotten wet.

Both incidents struck a nerve in
town. In recent years, seven young
men have died from drowning in the
Mississippi near the downtown bar
district late at night.

(River News continued from page 11)

Visit the Big River Home page
(www.big-river.com) for links to
information about stories marked
with the mouse��. 



Nav Study Snagged
Washington, D.C. — The Army
Corps of Engineers’ proposal to ex-
pand the lock-and-dam system on the
Upper Mississippi and Illinois rivers
suffered setback in January from the
Army’s assistant secretary for civil works.

A letter from John Paul Woodley,
Jr., to the Office of Management and
Budget points to “flaws serious
enough to limit the credibility and
value of the study within the policy-
making process” especially in the
Navigation Study’s economic analy-
sis, according to the Washington Post
(2-8-2006).

Despite the steady decline in river
shipping in the last 15 years, the
study had predicted big increases for
the next 50 years.

A Safer L&D 3
Red Wing, Minn. — Of the 13 locks
and dams on the Mississippi River
within the Army Corps of Engineers’
St. Paul District, Lock and Dam 3 has
the highest frequency of navigation
accidents, according to the Corps.

During high water a strong outdraft
pulls tows headed downstream away
from the lock and toward the dam.

The Corps has proposed extending
the upstream guidewall of the lock
and modifying the channel to make it
safer. It has also proposed strengthen-
ing low, weak embankments on the
Wisconsin side of the lock and dam.

A report and Environmental Im-
pact Statement on the proposal will
be available for review in May. Con-
struction could begin next year.

Real River Fare
Ouacachita, Iowa — A steady succes-
sion of new restaurants have provid-
ed diners with the opportunity to en-
joy fine dining by the river. A new
restaurant is finally giving diners a
unique opportunity to dine of the
river.

Scales, the new bistro in tiny
downtown Ouacachita, boasts a
menu featuring fresh ingredients
from the same river that diners can
gaze at through ample picture win-
dows that line the river side of the

main dining room. All the old stan-
dard river entrees are there — Snap-
ping Turtle Stew; Broiled Sheepshead
Stuffed with Muskrat Livers; Baked
Carp in a Marsh Marigold Sauce with
Cattail Tubers; Garlic Chestnut Eel on
Angel-hair Pasta — but Scales goes a
step further with more creative fare.
Probably the most exotic dish is the
Zebra Mussel on the Half Shell appe-
tizer. 

You can wash it all down with one
of the two varieties of duckweed beer
on tap (see “Floating Pastures” Big
River, July-August 2005) or with wild
grape wine from Fox Grape Winery,
in nearby West Ouacachita.

Most unusual, perhaps, are Scales’
desserts, which are created with na-
tive ingredients that are also organic.
So, if you still have room, you may as
well indulge in a slice of Swamp
White Oak Acorn Pie or Cottonwood
Catkin Torte with a Lotus Blossom
Glaze. 

I’d think twice, though, before or-
dering the Mississippi Mud Pie. F
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ORGANICALLY GROWN
COFFEES

TEA ESPRESSO
SOUP • SALAD • SANDWICHES •

PASTRIES

Made from scratch using fresh,
organically grown, local

ingredients, whenever possible

New location
162 West 2nd Street

Winona, Minn.

507-452-7020

MINNESOTA FOSSILS AND 
FOSSILIFEROUS ROCKS

• How and where to find fossils.

• What their names are and
what they mean.

218 pages, 671 fossils shown

$30 POST PAID (CASH OR CHECK)

Robert E. Sloan
39072 Karen Court
Winona MN 55987



Come and Join in having some wave jumping FUN!!!

Explore the Mississippi River

For more information, contact Leon Genther

(563) 505-8787   leon55g@yahoo.com



A very cool cabin ‘where the buffalo roam’
Honeymoon Lodging or All Season Hideaway
Pictures & Information on web site

* RANCH TOURS by RESERVATION
* Bison & Wild Boar Meat for sale
* Buffalo Collectibles & Gift Packages
* Corporate Retreats / Events

PRIMITIVE CAMPING
ON MONEY CREEK
HORSES ARE WELCOME

WWW.CODYSMERCANTILE.COM

507-896-CODY(2639) or 896-2345
32488 CODY DRIVE * HOUSTON, MN 56943

Mike Fogel,Valerie Shannon &
CODY THE BUFFALOYYOOUURR  HHOOSSTTSS
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Eagles Eagles Eagles!
March

First three weekends: Eagle Spotting, 1-3 p.m.,
Colvill Park, (Hwy 61), Red Wing, Minn., volun-
teers and scopes, (800) 498-3444.

11 Bus Tour, 8 am - noon, Eagle Nature Foundation,
leave from the Stoney Creek Inn, Galena,
Ill.,$50, register, (815) 594-2306.

11 Eagle Field Trip, guided tour in own car, Nation-
al Eagle Center, Wabasha, Minn. (651) 565-4989.

MMaarrcchh  1177  --  1199
Soar with the Eagles

National Eagle Center, Wabasha, Minn.
(651) 565-4989

Friday: 7 p.m. Dinner
Saturday:

8:30 a.m., Eagle watching car caravan, $3, register.
4 p.m., Waterfowl identification

Saturday and Sunday:
1-hour houseboat tours, $20, register.

Sunday
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Brunch With the Eagles, Slippery’s

Kenny Salwey and Duke Addicks telling stories.
Reservations, (877) 332-4537 or (651) 565-4989.

42 BIG RIVER MAGAZINE / March-April 2006

Big River Calendar

Special Events
March 

All month: Ice spearfishing exhibit, Onalaska Area His-
torical Museum, Onalaska (Wis.) Public Library,
741 Oak Ave. S.

Through 27: Film Festival, Effigy Mounds National
Monument, Harpers Ferry, Iowa, (563) 873-3491.

3-5 Festival of Owls, Houston (Minn.) Nature Center
and High School, (507) 896-4668.

10-12 Canoecopia, Alliant Energy Center, Madison, Wis.

11 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 10 a.m., Prairie du Chien,
Wis., (800) 732-1673.

The Book and the River
Celebration of the Book

Winona (Minn.) State University
(507) 457-5418

MMaarrcchh
1 A Barge-Load of Books: Writing & the

Mississippi, 7 p.m., John Anfinson, National Park
Service, Science Lab Bldg. Auditorium.

2 Writing the River, 7 p.m, panel includes John
Anfinson, Cal Fremling, Reggie McLeod & Richie
Swanson, Winona County Historical Society.

8 Reading the River: How Science Gauges the
Mississippi, 7 p.m., scientists from USGS, NOAA,
Army Corps & WSU, Science Lab Bldg.

Looking Ahead
May 12-14 Great River Birding and Nature Festival,

Mississippi Valley Partners, both sides of the riv-
er, Red Wing, Minn., to Winona, Minn.

June 2-4 & 9-22  Alexis Bailly Vineyard Open House,
wine tasting & tours, Hastings, Minn., (651) 437-
1413.

June 24  One River Mississippi, simultaneous dance at
the Mississippi in seven communities from Lake
Itasca to Louisiana.

Meetings amd
Conferences

March
9 Audubon Society, 7 p.m., E. B. Lyons Nature Center,

Mines of Spain State Park, Dubuque, Iowa.

11 A Gathering in the Blufflands, Prairie Enthusiasts,
Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center, Lanes-
boro, Minn. Sessions on invasive species such as
buckthorn and reed canarygrass, (507) 292-0063.

14 Lake Pepin TMDL (total max. daily load) technical
conference, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Thunderbird Hotel,
Bloomington, Minn., Minn. Pollution Control
Agency, (651) 297-5754 or (507) 280-3592.

14-16 Managing the River: A Collaboration of Manage-
ment and Science, Upper Mississippi River Conser-
vation Committee, Hannibal, Mo., (573) 522-4115 .

29-April 1 American Society for Environmental Histo-
ry, "A River Runs Through Them: Landscapes in
Environmental History," Radisson Hotel, St. Paul.

April
13 Audubon Society, 7 p.m., E. B. Lyons Nature Center,

Mines of Spain State Park, Dubuque, Iowa.

20 Connecting North Minneapolis to the Mississippi,
3:30-5:30 p.m., College of Architecture and Land-
scape Architecture, Rapson Hall, 89 Church St.,
Minneapolis, (612) 624-3739.

June
25-28 International Conference on Rivers and Civiliza-

tion: Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Major River
Basins, La Crosse, Wis.F

River Action 
Quad Cities, (563) 322-2969

March 25 Rain Barrel Sale, 826 E. River Dr., Daven
port, Iowa, (563) 322-2969

April 22 Fish & Fire and Eddy Awards, Credit Is
land Park, 2 p.m. cleanup and planting;
6:30 p.m., dinner and Eddy Awards.

June 18 Ride the River

12 Bird Banding and Identification, 1 p.m., Mines of
Spain, Dubuque, Iowa, (563) 556-0620.

14 Moonlight Snowshoeing, Whitewater State Park,
Elba, Minn., (507) 932-3007.

17-19 Mississippi Valley Fishing Expo, Onalaska Omni-
Center, Onalaska, Wis.

18 St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 11:30 a.m., downtown
Rock Island, Ill., across the Mississippi River to
downtown Davenport, Iowa, (309) 788-2341.

18 Lansing Loop, tri-state birding caravan, 7 a.m., 80
miles along the Mississippi in Wisconsin, Iowa and
Minnesota. Meet at Goose Island County Park,
Hwy 35, south of La Crosse, Wis., (608) 783-1149.

19 Clock Tower tour, 2 p.m., Mississippi River Visitors
Center, Rock Island, Ill., res., (309) 794-5338.

24 Minnesota Starwatch, 7 - 9 p.m., Carpenter Nature
Center, Hastings, Minn., res., (651) 437-4359.

28 Eagles in the Gorge, 6:30 - 8 p.m., Mississippi Riv-
er Gorge Stewards Open House, St. Frances Cabrini
Catholic Community, Franklin Avenue just East of
the Mississippi, Minneapolis, (651) 222-2193.

28-April 2  Northwest Sportshow, Minneapolis Conven-
tion Center, (312) 946-6291.

April
1-2 Traders Jubilee, McGregor, Iowa, (563) 873-2387.

1-9 Log Jam, daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., National Missis-
sippi River Museum & Aquarium, Dubuque, Iowa,
(800) 226-3369.

8 Waterfowl Watch, 3 - 5 p.m., Minnesota Valley Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Bloomington, Minn., regis-
tration, (651) 222-2193.

8 Waterfowl Watch, 10 a.m., Fort Snelling State
Park, St. Paul, (612) 725-2389 or (612) 725-2724.

17-23 National Parks Week, Effigy Mounds National
Monument, Harpers Ferry, Iowa, (563) 873-3491.

22 Midwest Crane Count, 5:30 a.m., (608) 356-9462.

22 Earth Day Celebration, Winona (Minn.) State Uni-
versity.

23 Earth Day Celebration, Clinton, Iowa, (563) 242-
4771 or (563) 244-7050.

28-30 Midwest Mountaineering Spring Expo, Min-
neapolis, (888) 999-1077 or (612) 339-3433.

29 In-Fisherman Swap Meet, QCC Expo Center, Rock
Island, Ill., (309) 788-0559.

29-30 Bluff Country Studio Art Tour, SE Minn. and NE
Iowa, brochure, (800) 428-2030.

30 Mississippi Music Fest, Riverside Park, St. Cloud,
Minn.

30 Open House, Fort Crawford Museum, 10 a.m. - 4
p.m., Prairie du Chien, Wis., (608) 326-6960.

www.big-river.com

Check the Big River calendar on our
website for event updates, links and

additional contact information.
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When Marian Havlik stepped
in to help her daughter
with a science project years

ago, she had no idea it would change
her life. A busy mother, wife and reg-
istered nurse, she thought she was
just helping her child find informa-
tion about freshwater mussels that
live in the Upper Mississippi.

They couldn‘t find any, and that
was a turning point for Havlik. His-
torically, 51 species of mussels lived
in the Upper Mississippi River system
— in such great quantities in some ar-
eas that they supported large pearl

and mother-of-pearl button industries
— but these unglamorous, sediment-
dwelling mollusks hadn’t attracted
much research attention.

Havlik went back to school; she
won a Bush Foundation grant to
study with Ohio State University pro-
fessor David Stansberry and became a
professional malacologist. She started
her own business in 1977. For the
next 29 years, Havlik has spent her
summers in a boat on the Upper Miss
or other rivers, working with scuba
divers to survey populations of mus-
sels and sometimes to relocate them
out of harm‘s way. Her primary

clients are state and federal
agencies, construction com-
panies and industries. She
spends winters writing up
her field notes, writing pro-
fessional papers, giving pre-
sentations and answering
calls to testify in court — a
role she relishes.

Known widely as “the
clam lady,“ Havlik‘s expertise
and dedication has changed how peo-
ple think of freshwater mussels and
their habitats. (Actually most of the
bivalves on the Upper Mississippi are
mussels, but calling her the “mussel
lady” would probably give people the
wrong impression.)

“The Army Corps of Engineers
and other agencies, too, used to laugh
at the idea of protecting mussels.
They have done an about-face, and I
like to think I’ve had something to do
with that,” Havlik said. “They can’t
ignore the Endangered Species Act.”

Colleagues agree.
“Marian has been a ‘conscience’

speaking for the mussels,” said Pam
Thiel, project leader for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife La Crosse Fishery Re-
source Office.

“When the Higgins eye pearly
mussel was first listed as endangered,
Marian was on the forefront. She let
agencies know about their plight. She
probably knows more and has han-
dled more Higgins eyes than anyone
else.”

Havlik has used her independent
position to her advantage.

“Marian is her own boss. She can
be frank and forthright and truthful
without fear of retaliation, and she
has done that routinely. She scruti-
nizes everything. She writes letters to
anyone who will listen, she gives pa-
pers at professional meetings, and
over time she has compelled agencies
to say, ‘Okay!’” said Kurt Welke, fish
biologist for the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

“If you‘re going to be in the same
room talking about these things with
Marian, you had better know your
stuff, because she knows hers, and
she‘s not the least bit shy about call-
ing you on the carpet. She has forced
people to elevate their own expertise.
She has advanced our understand-
ing.”

Havlik continues to be endlessly
curious about mussels. Back in Au-
gust 1993, when a story featuring
Havlik appeared in Big River, zebra
mussels were seen as an overwhelm-
ing threat to the survival of native
mussels in the river. Since then, the
zebra mussel population increased

“She has forced people to

elevate their own expertise.

She has advanced our

understanding.”

Marian Havlik
The Clam Lady

RIVER PEOPLE

(Havlik continues on page 35)

By Pamela Eyden

Havlik identified mussels retrieved during the Goose Island
Mussel Rescue project south of La Crosse in July of 2001.
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